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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: MASS FR SA 

SUBJECT: FRENCH TANKS FOR SAUDI ARABIA TRANSIT PORT OF MARSEILLE 

1 . WIDE PUBLICITY WAS GIVEN SEPTEMBER 14 BY TONAL PRESS 
TO SHIPMENT OF 22 AMX 30 TANKS DUE TO LEAVE SAME DAY FOR SAUDI 
ARABIA. BRIEF NEWS ITEM MENTIONED TANKS AND ONE HUNDRED TONS 
OF MATERIEL "SHELLS ETC." BEING SHIPPED ABOARD FREIGHTER "LA DURANCE 

(SUDCARGOS) AND ADDED THAT CURRENT SHIPMENT BRINGS TOTAL 
OF 

TANKS TO "ALMOST 250" THAT HAVE TRANSITED MARSEILLE FOR THE 
MIDDLE EAST. PHOTOS ILLUSTRATING ARTICLE PINPOINTED PORT 
LOCATION OF TANKS AWAITING SHIPMENT. 

A2. INFORMAL CONVERSATION WITH VETERAN OFFICER IN BRITISH 
CONGEN CONFIRMS THIS MARKS FIRST PUBLICITY OF THIS KIND ON ARMS 
SHIPMENTS. IT IS ALL THE MORE UNUSUAL WHEN LAST PARA OF NEWS 
ITEM READS. "AS SOON AS LANDED (IN SAUDI ARABIA) THEY ARE STORED 
NEAR THE PORT WHILE AWAITING TO BE PUT INTO SERVICE." 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, TANKS (COMBAT VEHICLES) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 SEP 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
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Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MARSEI00396 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760348-0196 
From: MARSEILLE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 61 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Page Count: 2 
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Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2004 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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